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few years after Columbus discovered America, sent
by the English king, Henry VII., but no settlements
were made. Thirty-seven years later the French
sailor, Jacques Cartier, was sent by the French king,
Francis I., to explore there. Cartier sailed up the
Gulf of St. Lawrence as far as the spot where Mont-
real now stands. The name was given by Cartier,
and means " royal mount." It was Cartier, too,
who gave Canada its name ; but he thought that
this was already the Indian name for the land. A
story is told that some Red Indians were trying to
talk to him and making signs, and they pointed to
some houses, saying, " Cannata." Cartier thought
they meant that this was the name of the country,
but he was mistaken. They were, perhaps, point-
ing out their village, for cannata is the Indian
name for " village,"

Cartier, like Cabot, sailed away again, and the
first real founder of a settlement in Canada was
the Frenchman, Samuel de Champlain, who made
friends with the Indians, and explored the upper
parts of the river Lawrence, and gave his name to
the beautiful Lake Champlain, which he discovered.
It was he who founded Quebec, giving it this Breton
name. Sailors from Brittany had ventured as far
as the coast of Canada in the time of Columbus,
and had given its name to Cape Breton. And so
French names spread through Canada. Later, in
one of the wars of the eighteenth century, England
won Canada from France; but these French names